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From The Principal… 
      

It is hard to believe that the first half of the school year is 

almost over.  I would like to take this opportunity to 

thank all of you for supporting the students, teachers, and 

staff of Lyman Elementary.  I would like to ask for your 

continued support as we begin the second half of the 

school year in our beautiful new school.  It is vital that 

we all work together to make Lyman the best school it 

can be - our students deserve it.  If you have not had the 

opportunity to spend some time at our school, please do 

so after the break.  During the second half of the year, 

there will be numerous opportunities for you to 

begin/continue your involvement at our wonderful 

school.  Please take advantage of opportunities to help 

your child and other children in our school.   

 

One other important note, I could NEVER thank each of 

you enough for the love and support you have shown me 

and our staff since the beginning of school.  Everyone 

associated with our school has been so supportive and 

helpful during these first few months of school.  I want to 

express to you that this means so much to me and our 

teachers.  We cannot effectively educate our children 

without your help and support.  It is so important for our 

students to see a solid unified connection between home 

and school.  Thank you again for helping to make Lyman 

such a great place for students and adults! 

 

I hope that you and your family have a wonderful holiday 

season. 

 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 

Tim Henson 
Principal   

Lyman Elementary School 

1221 Holly Springs Road 

Lyman, SC 29365 

Phone: (864) 949-2330 

Fax: (864) 949-2339 

http://www.spart5.net/les/ 

Tim Henson, Principal 

Patti Hines, Assistant Principal 

 

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S  

Dec. 22-Jan. 2nd 

Winter Holidays- School Closed 

 

Jan. 9th – 8:00 a.m. 

Pinning Ceremony for Student Council Members 

 

Jan. 14th  

Good News Club Begins 

 

Jan. 15th 

Student Half Day- End of Semester 

Elementary Dismissal 11:20 a.m. 

 

Jan. 16th  

Teacher In-Service – No school for students 

 

Jan. 19th 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday- No School 
 

 

http://www.spart5.net/les/
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Art News 
 
 

Our Lyman artists have been very busy 
in the art room.  Kindergarten and 
first grade artists have been learning 
about texture.  They created collages 
that have a variety of textures.  Second 
grade artists have learned to create 
loop knots and have used these knots 
in a special art project.  The third 
grade artists are now experts in paper 
weaving. The fourth grade artists are 
mixing tints and shades to create a 
value painting.   
 

 

           

 

 

            

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
TERRIFIC KIDS 
November 2008 

 

Teacher  Terrific Kids 
Deal   Christian Burnette   

Stull   Abigail Matson  

White     Cristian Vazquez  

Pittman              Amy Beidler  

Dismukes  Cloe Bennett  

Coan   Hailey Magner    

Durham              Lily Kozub   

Cross   Sarah Loftis    

Heinze              Emily Murphy    

Martin              Samantha Magner  

Bomar   Morgan Orr    

Atkinson  Kalaina Sauvola 

Griswold  Erika Burnette  

Griswold  Jade Krankowsky   

Eubanks  Shelby Coburn   

Dukes   Emily Quinn    

Cummings  Amie Antipkin    

Burnette  Luci Allen   

Starkey  Brian Stephens 

Kemmerer  Joel Anderson 

Smith   Katelyn Matthews   

Edens   Grace Boyles    

Horton                  Brittney Atkins 

Howell               Madison Simmons  

Cassidy              Hannah Rose McMakin 

Harrill              Brianna Dobbins 

Peterson  Joelee Orr 

Simmons  Candace Beebe  

Owens               Erin Lee  

Stephens  Jonathan Adams   

 

 
 

 

 

The Student Council would like to say a 
HUGE “Thank You” to all who donated 
food to the Middle Tyger Community 
Center Food Drive.  A total of 1665 food 

drive donations were collected. 

Story time with Santa 
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The Parent’s Corner 
 

Attendance - A Key to Your Student's 
Success 

 

Schools are responsible for teaching your child.  But 

schools cannot do their job if your child is absent.  
Learning builds day by day.  A child who misses a day 

of school misses a day of learning. Research shows 
that children who are in school most of the time do 

better on state tests.  Studies also show that kids 

who are absent more often score lower on state 
tests.  Being late for school hurts a child's learning, 

too.  A student who is 10 minutes late every day will 
miss 30 hours of instruction during the year.  Children 

can copy notes or make up an assignment, but they 
can never get back what's most important: the 

discussions, the questions, the explanations by the 

teacher and the thinking that makes learning come 
alive.  Your child's success in school depends on 

having a solid educational background - one that can 
only be gained through regular school attendance. 

 

HERE'S HOW YOU CAN IMPROVE YOUR 
CHILD'S SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 

 
*  Talk with your child about the importance of 

attending school regularly. 
*  Avoid scheduling family trips or doctor 

appointments during school hours. 

*  Make sure your child stays healthy by eating 
nutritious food and getting enough sleep and 

exercise. 
*  Don't accept excuses for why your child "must" 

miss or be late for school. 

*  Discuss with your child what happened at school 
each day. 

*  Support school rules and consequences for being 
tardy. 

*  Show your child why education is important.  Give 

specific examples of how education helps people 
succeed. 

*  Lead by example.  If children see parents taking 
off work for no real reason, they may expect to be 

able to do the same thing. 
 

 
Kaye Arnold 

Parent Educator 

 

Compiled from The Parent Institute 
 

 

 

 
 
Ways to Make More Time for Your Child 
 

 Make sure that spending time with your 

child is a priority.  If it isn’t, there is a 

chance your child will be grown and out of 

the house before you realize it.  

 

 Say you need exercise and offer to play 

basketball together. 

 

 Ask your child to help you learn a computer 

program. 

 

 Cook together.  Make something your child 

likes. 

 

 Ask your child to explain or demonstrate 

how he did something. 

 

 Make “appointments” to spend time with 

your child. 

 

 Do some of your chores and your child’s 

chores together. 

 

 Encourage your child to spend time with you 

by doing things he enjoys. Try not to take 

him away from his friends or other things 

that are important to him. Keep time 

together positive and easy.  

 

Compiled by  

Lois Stokes, 

School Counselor 

 

Merry Christmas and happy holidays with your 

family! 
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      Kindergarten News 
 
This month in Kindergarten we have been 

working on comparing and contrasting 

different versions of the Gingerbread Man. 

Some of us even made our own gingerbread 

men to take home as ornaments! In math we 

have been talking about how to measure 

and what types of different things can be 

measured. We have measured weight, 

length, and time. We hope you have a 

wonderful holiday!!! 

 

The Gift of Giving 
 
Mrs. Cassidy’s class adopted a child through the 
Middle Tyger Community Center for the Christmas 
holidays.  The class raised money, actually met at 
Target to fulfill the child’s wish list, and packaged the 
gifts in class.  Children were so enthusiastic about this 
project.  They were willing to sacrifice their ice cream 
money to help another person in need.  We truly 
experienced the true meaning of Christmas though our 
“Gift of Giving” service-learning project. 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Mrs. Farmer/Ms. Starnes K4 Crew News 
                                                                        

*** IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM K4*** 
Dear Daddy, Mommy and Santa,  
    We are writing this in our school letter to let you 
know that K4 students have been VERY GOOD.  
Mrs. Farmer and Ms. Starnes tell us every day that 
we are the smartest, cutest and sweetest K4 class in 
the whole world.    We would like to wish everyone 
a Merry Christmas!!! 
Love, 
 Abigail, Aerik, Alex, Ariel, Aspen, Cadence, Cruz, 
David, Ellery, Emily, Faith, Hailey, Haley, Ilona, 
Isabelle, Jackson, Jacob, James, Jayse, Jessica, 
Landon, Luke, Madison, Maritza, Mark, Nicholas B., 
Nicholas O., Nicolas, Payton, Sara, Sean, Serenity, 
Sophie, Stacy, Sydney, Tamyia, Trinity, Uliya, 
Zachary, Zavien 
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  Second Grade News 
It’s December and second graders are 

as busy as Santa’s elves! In ELA, we are 

beginning a unit study on Compare and 

Contrast.  This is another comprehension 

strategy that good readers do naturally.  

Comparing and contrasting helps readers 

understand what they read and write. We will 

“launch” the unit with an activity comparing 

and contrasting bubble gum! The kids will 

love this kick off lesson. In Math, we are 

continuing to work on addition and 

subtraction with regrouping and renaming, 

and begin a concentrated study on time and 

money.  These are major skills for second 

graders and they need lots of practice to 

master them.  Please provide any help you can 

with this at home.   Also, if your child doesn’t 

yet have “Fact Power” it makes these skills 

even harder.  Please provide practice with 

these, too! 

 We are all so excited about the 

upcoming holidays and the fun that they 

bring! Some of us are so excited, we are about 

to bust!   All of us wish for you and your 

family a warm and safe Christmas and holiday 

season!!  

 
Second Grade Teachers 
 

 

First Grade News 
 

Lyman Elementary first graders are roaring into 

the holidays with lots of great work!   They have 

been busy comparing and contrasting this month.  

Students enjoyed finding similarities and 

differences in many of Jan Brett’s holiday books.  

We read Christmas Trolls, The Wild Christmas 

Reindeer, and The Gingerbread Baby.  The boys 

and girls have used Venn Diagrams and Double-

Bubble Thinking Maps to record the similarities 

and differences in those books.   

  First graders are continuing to work on gaining 

“fact power” with addition facts.  Please continue 

to work with flash cards at home to build fluency 

with addition facts.  They’ve also learned how to 

tell time to the half-hour, measure an object to 

the nearest inch, and use greater than and less 

than symbols.  

  In science, the children are having fun with 

motion and sound.  They have discovered that 

vibration causes sound.  First graders have 

learned different ways that objects move and how 

to describe the location of an object.   

  The children are making great progress with 

reading.  Please remember to read with your child 

each day over the break.  Enjoy spending time 

with them during the holidays! 

 
First Grade Teachers 
 

Music Notes   

 
 I hope you enjoyed the music 
provided by our students throughout 
the month of December.  They worked 
very hard, and I am so proud of them!   
 4th grade chorus will not meet the 
day we return to school (1/5/09).  We 
will meet again beginning Monday, 
1/12/09, to begin to prepare for some 
springtime performances. 
 Thank you again for your continued 
support!  
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Fourth Grade News 
 

     We have ROARED right along to Christmas!  In 

language arts, we have completed our in depth study 

of literary elements through our novel unit of Tales 
of a Fourth Grade Nothing.  We have used various 

Thinking Maps to explore characterization, 

cause/effect relationships, main idea, point of view, 

and figurative language.  Students have recently 

been reading with partners and completing many 

activities throughout the various chapters that 

focus on the literary elements we have studied in 

class.  Following the holiday break, we will begin an 

in-depth study of writing and working on composing 

multiple paragraph essays.   

      In social studies we have been studying the 

European Explorers.  We have viewed videos using 

United Streaming, created trading cards, designed 

charts, and traveled their route on our floor maps.  

We know what country they sailed for and where 

they landed.  We found out their motivations for 

exploring.  Beginning in the New Year, we will study 

English colonization in North America.   

     Fourth graders will soon be learning the process 

of long multiplication.  Please help your child by 

practicing multiplication facts in order to be 

successful at this math skill. Continue to help your 

child with homework word problems. As you are 

making recipes over the holidays, please allow your 

child to measure ingredients.  

     Science in the Cassidy/ Simmons’ includes 

observing earthworms and researching biomes.  
 

         Third Grade News 
     This month in 3rd grade, we have been learning about 
mass and capacity.  The students have enjoyed working 
with their hands to measure and investigate in order to find 
common referents to make comparisons and estimates.  
The students have learned that you can use the Metric or 
Customary units in order to measure the mass of an object 
and the capacity of a container.  The students have also 
learned how to choose the appropriate tools required to 
measure mass and capacity.  Some of the tools we have 
used are simple tools such as a measuring cup, but the 
students have also learned how to use new tools such as 
a spring scale. 
     After the holidays, we will begin working with Linear 
Measurement.  The students will learn how to measure 
length using the Metric and Customary system of 
measurement. 
     This month in Science students have investigated the 
properties of Force and Motion.  The students have 
learned how to describe the position of an object and the 
motion of an object.  They have experimented to find out 
how forces can be used to change the motion of an object.  
They have conducted experiments involving the three 
types of force:  contact forces, magnetism, and gravity. 
     We also began our unit on Sound.  The students have 
learned that sound is produced by vibrations and travels in 
waves. They have learned that solids are the best 
conductors of sound, and volume and pitch are used to 
describe sounds.  We will wrap up our unit on Sound after 
the holidays.  
     Third graders have just finished up our unit on finding 
main idea. We are now busy looking at text structures. 
Students will learn why identifying sequences of events in 
nonfiction and fiction texts help readers understand what 
they read. We will use our knowledge of sequencing to 
improve our writing by learning how to write and follow 
multi step directions. Students will also learn about how to 
identify the cause and effect in texts. We will use our 
Thinking Maps to help us sequence information and show 
cause and effect. Ask your student to show you how to 
draw and use a flow map to show step by step directions 
this month.  
     The American Revolution has been our exciting topic of 
study in Social Studies. We have been learning about the 
causes of the Revolutionary War and the important war 
heroes and battles that took place here in South Carolina. 
After the holidays, we will move on to discuss the 
aftermath of the Revolutionary War.  We will talk about the 
kind of life South Carolinians came back to after the war 
and how this war helped form our state and national 
government.                                                  
 

 

From our family to 
yours, we wish 

you a very Merry 
Christmas and a 
Happy New Year! 
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 PTO News 
 

Oh my!  What a wonderful time we have had this month!  

Story Time with Santa was a huge hit!! Thank you to 

everyone who came out to hear stories and see Santa!  We 

want to send a BIG THANK YOU to Subway, Moe’s, 

Fuddruckers of Greer and Fuddruckers of Spartanburg for 

donating all of the delicious cookies!!  Thank you to the 

teachers and faculty for helping out in so many ways!  The 

kids loved hearing your favorite stories! 

 

Lyman Elementary is FULL of fundraising families!  

Because of your hard work, we raised over $9000.00 from 

our fall fundraiser!  Thank you to everyone for your super 

hard work!  Congratulations to Madison Simmons for 

selling the most!  We have over 70 children participating in 

the Limo Lunch this Thursday!  Amazing!  Part of the 

money you raised will go to purchasing more Interwrite 

Learning Pads for the classrooms. Thank you for your 

support!   

 

Remember to send in your Box Tops!  Remember, the class 

that sends in the most Box Tops wins a popcorn party!!  A 

sheet will be sent home after the New Year to collect 

Campbell Soup Labels! 

 

Once again, thank you all for your outstanding support this 

year!  Please let us know if you have any questions or 

concerns. 

 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year!  
 
Sincerely,      

 

Your PTO Board 

 

Julie Clark      Nadine Matthews 

Kandice Cordell    Julie McMakin 

Eric Cummings      Rita Simmons 

Amy Harter            Jeanne Brown 

Paula Laurendine  

 
 

Mrs. Cassidy's & Mrs. Simmons's classes 
share reward story time with Mr. Henson. 

Candace enjoys a hot cocoa treat! 

Mrs. Pate reads a story during the Girl’s 
Slumber Party.   
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News From Nurse Parks 
 

Many Parents are asking when they should keep a child at home. Here are some basic rules to consider when making 
your decision.  

A child with a fever of 100 degrees will be sent home from school. Therefore, if your child has been running a fever 
during the night and has been complaining of a stomach ache, headache, sore throat, etc, your child should stay 
home. If your child is running a low grade fever in the morning, chances are the fever is going to get higher as the day 
progresses. 

Any child vomiting at school will be sent home. If your child has vomited all night, keep them at home the next day. 
First, they are going to be sleepy due to a lack of sleep, next they will be weak from the vomiting, and third, they need 
to stay on a bland diet to let their tummies recover. In other words, they, just like you, will feel washed out and learning 
will be about the last thing on their minds. It is best to let them have a day to recover. 

A child having diarrhea, that is, having several loose watery bowl movements within an hour needs to stay at home. 
The child can not learn if he is spending his day in the bathroom. If the diarrhea is caused by a virus, he is spreading it 
to others. 

Thick green or yellow mucus is a sign of an infection and the child should be at home and or under the care of a 
doctor. These germs are spread very easily in school. A child who is congested, coughing, sneezing, achy, 
complaining of head and chest hurting is not interested in school. 

If your child is complaining of stomach ache, you will be the best judge. If your child isn’t acting normal, appears pale, 
listless, has no appetite, and is not interested in fun activities, they are most likely sick. However, if we kept every 
stomach ache out of school, we could close the school. Often, children are just constipated and a big drink of water 
and a quiet time in the bathroom will solve the problem. 

Red, blood shot eyes with swelling, pain upon light, itching, and a thick yellow drainage are usually the signs of 
infection and the child must be treated by a doctor before returning to school. 

All rashes should be taken seriously and the cause determined if possible. Quite often, rashes are an allergic reaction 
and nothing is necessary except to remove the source. However, rashes are sometimes contagious and the sign of an 
illness such as chicken pox. Poison ivy is not contagious but can be most uncomfortable. If your child’s rash is causing 
considerable discomfort, it may be best to keep him at home. No medications or lotions can be given at school without 
a doctor’s written order. 

Only prescription medications can be given at school. The doctor must write an order for any over the counter 
medication needed at school. There are no exceptions to this district policy so please do not send Tylenol, cold 
medication, cough medicine, lotion or ointments to school unless you include a written order signed by a doctor. 
Medications will not be given back to students to transport home. 

If you have any questions concerning your child’s medical conditions, please feel free to contact me at school. I will 
contact you if I have questions or concerns about your child. 

 
 
 

 

 


